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On Jan. 15 the Costa Rican government announced US military engineers will begin arriving Jan. 16
in the country's southern region. Public Works and Transport Minister Guillermo Constenla told a
news conference 247 US National Guardsmen are expected to build and repair seven bridges in the
Puerto Quepos region on the Costa Rican Pacific coast. Additional military personnel are expected
to arrive from Jan. 16 to 23 to unload heavy machinery, helicopters and support peronnel, he said. In
the coastal region, a blacktop road is being constructed parallel to the Panamerican Highway, which
links the country's interior to Panama. Some local newspapers have commented that the almost
continual flow of US military engineers and other personnel to Costa Rica is part of Washington's
plans to facilitate the rapid deployment of troops from the Panama Canal Zone in an eventual
invasion of Nicaragua. Minister Constenla insisted the US troops are entering the country at the
government's request. These activities, he said, cannot be interpreted as preparations for military
intervention in any Central American nation.
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